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INTRODUCTION 

Science Fair is an event to allow interested students to pursue a personal interest in science 
and express some newly learned knowledge through a science project.  It is meant to be a 
fun and productive learning experience. 

TIMELINE 

Science Fair takes place the week of May 16-18, 2016.  Projects are due at school by 
Monday, May 16, 2016, during the week of Open House.  This is a home project to be 
completed by the student with some guidance from parents.  It is a voluntary project unless 
required by your teacher as part of the science grade.  Your child’s teacher may have other 
classroom guidelines and requirements that supersede the ones in this handbook.  If not, use 
the rules of this handbook to guide you. 

TWO OPTIONS FOR PROJECTS 

Demonstration 
The student makes a working model of something and explains how it works.  Examples 
include a doorbell, a windmill, a volcano, a flashlight, a terrarium or a river.  The model can 
be something from nature or a tool, machine or system made by humans.  See Page 3 for a 
diagram of this project type. 

Experiment 
The student uses the scientific method for answering a question.  Examples:  How many 
teaspoons of salt will make an egg float in one cup of water?  What grows taller after three 
weeks – blue corn, yellow corn or white corn?   

This type of science project requires specific reporting for the scientific method: 

Step 1:  Ask yourself some scientific question to which you do not yet know the answer. 

Step 2:  Make a hypothesis (a reasonable guess) that attempts to answer your question.  
Tell why you are making such a guess. 

Step 3:  Do your experiments and make your observations. 

Step 4:  Record your data while you are doing your experiments and observations.  You 
should have at least four observations.  In many cases you will have more.  Here’s 
where you should make drawings and take pictures and/or draw a chart or graph to show 
what is happening from time to time.   

Step 5:  Conclusion:  Here’s where you report your findings.  In paragraphs, tell if your 
hypothesis came out the way you first predicted or if it came out another way.  Explain 
what you learned. 

See Page 3 for a diagram of this project type.  
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DUE DATE 

Projects are due Monday, May 16th for classroom viewing and for placement in the Science 
Fair.  Projects will be grouped by grade level in the cafeteria on Monday afternoon.  

PRESENTATION 

Each class will have a scheduled time period (30 minutes) on Tuesday or Wednesday to view 
the science projects.  Two classes will be paired.  During this time, those who have 
submitted projects will have the opportunity to stand by their projects and 
informally explain what they have done.  Explanations will be given to other students 
and parents passing by, not to the whole auditorium.  We invite parents to these sessions to 
ask questions of the students to help validate their efforts. 

Projects will remain on display all of Tuesday and Wednesday through Open House 
Wednesday night.  At the end of that evening, students should take their projects back 
home.  

Project display boards are the most important part of the presentation.  Please follow these 
guidelines: 

• Use any standard size display board.  They come in different sizes depending on where 
they are purchased.  You may also construct your own display board by cutting open a 
cardboard box and trimming the bottom.  Use the diagrams on Page 2 as a guideline with 
the maximum size of 40 inches wide and 50 inches tall.   

• Print or type neat, bold headings and make all other parts readable. 

PARENT GUIDANCE 

This is your child’s project and is to be his or her effort.  However, your support will go a 
long way. 

• Be encouraging.   

• Keep your child on a timeline. 

• Make sure they are using safe materials. 

• Help them get the materials they need. 

• Parents of younger students can help students write or type. 

• Help your child organize his or her thoughts. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR PROJECTS 

Demonstrations – Show how… 

A working machine or tool such as: 

a flashlight, traffic light, electromagnet, alarm, doorbell, thermometer, windmill, 
drawbridge, plane, train, bicycle or fan 

Something in nature such as: 

The kind of home an animal has built such as a beaver’s dam or bird’s nest, a prairie 
dog burrow, an ant hill or a bee hive. 

The way earth processes work such as an earthquake, volcano, a river cutting through 
a canyon, tree or flower growth, Earth’s rotation about the sun, an atom of any 
element on the element chart (include electrons, neutrons and protons). 

Experiments 

• What kind of wire is strongest (holds the most weight without breaking)? 

• Compare 3-5 kinds of wire of the same thickness. 

• Which type of soil grows the tallest tomato plant – sand, clay or humus? 

• What melts faster – an ice cube the size of a cup or a similar sized cup of crushed ice? 

• What color of paint will make water the hottest (not including black)?   

• Paint 5 or 6 soup cans different colors, fill with water and measure the temperatures of 
the water with thermometers.   

• Which kind of paper airplane design can fly the farthest? 

• Does tap water have bacteria in it?  Test your tap water using slices of bread.  Prepare 3 
slices of bread in separate bowls.  Put a dry slice in one bowl, another slice with 3 drops 
of water and the last slice with 10 drops of water.  Cover all 3 bowls with plastic wrap.  
Observe for 2 weeks.  Mold is an indication of bacteria.  Report any changes to the 3 
breads after the 2 weeks.   

There are many other ideas for doing a science fair project.  Look for other ideas at the 
library, in stores, on the Internet or ask your teacher for suggestions.  Do not worry if 
another student in the school is doing the same project.  It is actually a benefit for viewers to 
compare the results of similar projects.   

 

Good luck! 
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SCIENCE PROJECT IDEAS – LEVEL 2 
1. How far does a snail travel in one 

minute? 
21. Does the color of water affect its 

evaporation? 
2. Do different types of soil hold different 

amounts of water? 
22. Can you separate salt from water by 

freezing? 
3. Will adding bleach to the water of a 

plant reduce fungus growth? 
23. How does omitting an ingredient affect 

the taste of a cookie? 
4. Does water with salt boil faster than 

plain water? 
24. Do suction cups stick equally well to 

different surfaces? 
5. How far can a person lean without 

falling? 
25. Which student in class has the greatest 

lung capacity? 
6. Can you tell time without a watch or 

clock? 
26. How much weight can a growing plant 

lift? 
7. How far can a water balloon be tossed 

to someone before it breaks? 
27. Will water with salt evaporate faster 

than water without salt? 
8. Does the shape of a kite affect its 

flight? 
28. Does it matter in which direction seeds 

are planted? 
9. Does an ice cube melt faster in air or 

water? 
29. Which cheese grows mold the fastest? 

10. Does sugar prolong the life of cut 
flowers? 

30. Do all colors fade at the same rate? 

11. How much of an orange is water? 31. Which brand of diaper hold the most 
water? 

12. Which liquid has the highest viscosity? 32. In my class, who has the smallest 
hands - boys or girls? 

13. Will more air inside a basketball make it 
bounce higher? 

33. Which kind of cleaner removes ink 
stains best? 

14. Does the color of light affect plant 
growth? 

34. Does a plant grow bigger if watered by 
milk or water? 

15. Does baking soda lower the 
temperature of water? 

35. Which brand of soap makes the most 
suds? 

16. Which brand of popcorn pops the most 
kernels? 

36. Does a baseball go farther when hit by 
a wood or metal bat? 

17. Which brand of popcorn pops the 
fastest? 

37. Do living plants give off moisture? 

18. How much can a caterpillar eat in one 
day? 

38. Using a lever, can one student lift 
another student who is bigger?  

19. In my class, who has the biggest feet - 
boys or girls? 

39. What gets warmer - sand or dirt? 

20. Do plants grow bigger in soil or water? 40. Which kind of glue holds two boards 
together better? 
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WEBSITE SUGGESTIONS 

http://www.scienceproject.com 

http://www.all-science-fair-projects.com 

http://hunkinsexperiments.com 

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas.shtml 

http://www.sciencewithme.com  

http://scienceclub.org/kidlink1.html  

 

 

 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------       

 

Sartorette School 
Science Fair Entry Form 

 

The Sartorette School staff will be responsible for arranging the science projects as they are 
received.  In order to provide adequate display space, please fill out the entry form and turn it 
in to the front office as soon as you’ve chosen a project but no later than Friday, April 29, 
2016.   

 

Student ______________________________________        Room Number _________ 

 

Title of Project __________________________________________________________ 

 

 


